Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown

Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

Minutes

February 19, 2004

Present: Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, N. Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown

Absent: none

Guests: Midstate Midget coaches George Norfolk and Tom Kerry

Meeting called to order 7:35 by President Mike Perry.

Motion by Midstate to accept Minutes of 1/22/04. Seconded by Whitestown. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – Motion by Cortland to exempt Fulton from absence fine for Jan. due to weather. Seconded by Lysander. Motion carried.  Mohawk Valley will pay the $50 absence fine when billed. Motion by Clinton for treasurer to pay for trophies and banners. Seconded by Rome. Motion carried. Motion by Geneva for treasurer to send checks to cover JAM costs. Seconded by Center State. Motion carried. Motion by Oswego to accept Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Rome. Motion carried.

Scheduler’s Report – There will be some players sitting out the first game of JAM due to game misconducts. These include an Auburn Bantam, a Mohawk Valley Pee Wee, and 2 Ithaca Midgets. Question about Midstate Midgets (below).

Disciplinary Report- No report due to absence of Jim Mills. Midstate Midgets discussed. Motion by Salmon River that Nick Natalazio (2 fighting penalties) sit 1 game in JAM. Seconded by Camillus. Discussion -It was documented he sat out 1 game. Coaches said he actually sat out 7 games. Tanya pointed out that if this is not documented on the score sheet Snowbelt assumes the player played in the game. Coaches feel they were not informed of the Snowbelt rules and policies. They were told that the By-Laws are on the website and that their League representative should be distributing these to all coaches. Motion carried. Motion by Cortland that Midstate Midget players Cox and Bateman sit out the first game at JAM. Seconded by Auburn.   Discussion – Coaches feel they will not have enough players to play the first game. Players already sat out 1 game for their misconducts. Motion carried. 11 yes, 7 no, 1 abstention. 

Old Business:

1. All JAM fees have been paid.

2. Tanya reports that there is no problem with the 65% Rule for Midgets.

3. Tournament Directors have a list of coaching waivers. N. Hartford waiting for a waiver. Whitestown is borrowing a level 3 coach.

New Business:

1. Midstate Midget team ineligibility for JAM – the Snowbelt By-Laws state that a team is ineligible to participate in JAM if they forfeit 4 games during the regular season. The Midstate Midgets have forfeited 4 games.  Motion by Clinton to waive 3 forfeits which were a result of not submitting score sheets. This allows the Midstate Midget team to participate in JAM since they will then have only 1 forfeit. Seconded by Ithaca. Motion carried, with 1 opposed. 

2. Parent/Player Zero Tolerance- Reminder to all to please act appropriately for JAM. It should be a fun tournament. Pass this message on to coaches and parents.

3. Coaching and Ref cards- Policing these is not Snowbelt League’s responsibility. The Scorekeeper should note on the game sheet if there is no card. We have been told that the refs will not check coaching cards. This issue should be taken care of one organization to another. 

4. Reporting items to the League- Game misconducts need to be recorded on the Score sheet. If there are problems or questions please have your coaches talk to the Snowbelt representative before calling the Snowbelt League.

5. JAM contacts- each host Tournament will have a Snowbelt rep available to consult with. Auburn – Bill Shaw, Salmon River – Al Rice and Sara Earl, Geneva- Tanya Onori, Whitestown and Clinton – Mike Perry.

6. There will be no summer meetings.

Open Discussion:

New Pee Wee player for Mohawk Valley. Motion by Whitestown to accept player into Snowbelt. Seconded by Auburn. Motion carried.

Oswego reports that the trophies are ready.

Bob Shorely from Clinton asked that Snowbelt review how we do standings. Should winning percentage or points be used? Problem this year when 20 games were not played.

Motion by Tanya that stickers not be allowed on game sheets. Seconded by Clinton. Discussion- Stickers have been a problem since coaches are not crossing off names of players not skating. It was pointed out that coaches or managers will just write in names based on the roster, and that coaches and scorekeepers are the problem, not the stickers. Tanya removed the motion.

Motion to adjourn by Cortland. Seconded by Ithaca. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Next regular meeting:  7:30 p.m. Thursday March 18, 2004 at Valley American Legion.
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