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Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

March 18, 2004

Present: Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, N. Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley

Absent: Whitestown

Guests: Wanda Thomas, Salmon River Tournament Director



Coach Elsenbeck from Valley

Meeting called to order 7:35 by President Mike Perry.

Motion carried to accept Minutes of 2/19/04.

Treasurer’s Report – We will start next season with about $1400. Final balance will be emailed out. Motion from Skaneateles to accept verbal Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Elmira. Motion carried.

Scheduler’s Report – JAM Results

Squirt: Salmon River in OT (upper), Camillus 3 in shoot-out (lower)

PeeWee: New Hartford (upper), Skaneateles (lower)

Bantam: Geneva (upper), Clinton in shoot-out (lower)

Midget: Geneva (upper), Skaneateles (lower)

Disciplinary Report - There was no hearing on Nick Natalazio (2 fighting penalties) of Midstate because Jim was told he was no longer playing. It was not communicated by Midstate that he decided to play again.

Problem with players and parents of Camillus and Mohawk Valley at the Pee Wee lower bracket JAM. Jim still needs to talk with the coaches. He will then call together the disciplinary committee to decide repercussions of this for next season.

Jim suggested that Snowbelt consider a post-game coaching form. Coaches should call Jim that night if there was a misconduct penalty during their game.

Elections – Jim Mills will continue as Vice-President next season. Bill Shaw will continue as Treasurer. Vote was unanimous.

Old Business:

1. JAM Report – In general the tournaments went well. There were fewer complaints about ice time. Midstate PeeWees did have enough players who could miss school to play their first game.  Wanda felt that there should be consistency about sign-in procedures with all hosts. Too many calls made to Mike. Zero Tolerance needs to be looked at. Who is responsible for enforcing this?  Cortland Squirts asked if “equal ice” was by position (is it fair to say a team has 2 centers and 8 wingers, allowing centers much more ice time?). Opinions differed on the definition of “equal ice.”  There was a concern that the breakdown of points for JAM differed from the description in our by-laws. This needs to be looked at.

2. Coaching cards - There were STILL issues at JAM concerning coaching cards. From now on we need to ask for copies of coaching cards when we ask for rosters.

New Business:

1. High School players - Next year teams have to meet Snowbelt by-law guidelines concerning high school players (slide rule, declaring high school players). Mike will draft a letter to be sent to each association president. Snowbelt will not listen to hardships for Midgets next season. If they can’t meet 2.07, we do not want to hear it.

2. No-checking league - Valley Coach Elsenbeck asked Snowbelt reps to consider becoming a non-checking league. He has seen kids become afraid and no longer enjoy hockey when checking begins. He pointed out that House level teams in Canada do not allow checking, in-line hockey has no checking, and women’s hockey has limited checking. The NHL all-star game shows off stick and skating skills with limited checking. He asked that the reps go back to their organizations and ask if there is interest in a non-checking league.

3. Referee coordinator – Rick Pratt arranged for refs at Salmon River and that went well with Bantams but not with Pee Wees. It was suggested that Snowbelt might need a referee coordinator next year instead of putting reffing responsibilities on the hosting association. Jim Trumpfelder (official) from Elmira said that there are Coordinators for the Section already in place and that Snowbelt should use them. 

4. Midstate Probation - There continue to be problems with Midstate. Mike will re-issue last Aug. 7th’s letter to extend their time on probation. An addition to the letter will be that: if Snowbelt finds that there is an ineligible player on a Midstate Bantam or Midget team, the player and the coach will be immediately removed from Snowbelt for the season. If there is a second violation, the team will be eliminated from the league for the season. Motion by Elmira, seconded by Lysander. Motion carried with Midstate opposing.

Open Discussion:

Elmira suggested that Snowbelt Minutes be sent to all Association Board Presidents.

Problem with Misconducts on Score sheet. Refs should put down punishment on score sheet.

Geneva asked if waivers would be considered next year if an association has only 1 team at a given level. Mike responded that we would entertain hardships, but that the reps must bring all information about the players on that team to the meeting and be prepared to answer questions.

Tanya reports that next year will be her last as scheduler and she would like to be training a new person. Any takers?

Wanda asked that associations not take it upon themselves to change JAM schedules once they have been set.

Lysander reported that their coaches did not like splitting Squirts by region.

It was reiterated that the JAM schedule cannot be put out early, because the days of JAM are always based on ice availability. Snowbelt welcomes all associations to volunteer to host a tournament and set their own game times.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Next regular meeting:  Sometime in August.
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