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Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

September 16, 2004

Present: Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley

Absent: Ithaca, Whitestown

Meeting called to order 7:40 by President Mike Perry.

Motion by Midstate to accept Minutes of 8/19/04 with the correction that the Geneva State Tournament is the Midget Minor Tournament. Seconded by Valley. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – The current balance is $4437.50. $50 League dues are coming in and need to be mailed to Bill Shaw by 9/30/04. Motion by Salmon River to accept the report. Seconded by Rome. Motion carried.

Disciplinary Report – Mike reports that Jim would like associations to look over the new Disciplinary Form and email comments and suggestions to him.

Old Business:

1. JAM Tournament Dates – The original dates of March 4,5,6 may be a problem due to a shortage of referees. Motion by Geneva to change the ’05 Tournament dates to March 11, 12, 13. Seconded by Salmon River. Motion carried.

2. Tentative team counts were given to Tanya. Final numbers are due Oct. 3.

New Business:

1. Rome Bantam Request – Rome has 17 Bantams and requested that they be allowed as a Snowbelt team without fielding a Tournament-bound team. It is reported that there are 8 first-year Bantams, 4 were on PW travel last year (weak team) and 4 on SB (weak team). There are 9 second-year Bantams who were on the only (a Tournament-bound) team last year, but 7 of the 9 are SB skilled skaters. Motion by Lysander to NOT allow a Rome Bantam team into Snowbelt if they do not have a Tournament-bound team at that level. Seconded by Auburn. There was a long discussion about following Snowbelt rules. Concern was expressed that we are opening the door for many teams to say they are too weak for Tournament-bound and then play SB. The possibility was brought up that Rome could skate UNY. Motion carried with 13 votes. Rome Bantams will not skate Snowbelt.

2. UNY and Tournament-bound- Motion by Cortland that any association may field a Snowbelt team if they have either a UNY or Tournament-bound team. Seconded by Lysander. Discussion that the idea behind this rule is to pull out the most skilled skaters, and this would be true with UNY as well as Tournament-bound. Motion carried with 15 votes.

3. Multiple Teams – Motion by Midstate to allow multiple Snowbelt teams at one level as long as the association has declared a UNY or Tournament-bound team at that level as well. Seconded by Auburn. Motion carried with 16 votes.

4. Geneva Squirt Request –This was tabled from last month. Geneva has 20 Squirts and is requesting that they make 2 teams of equal ability and put both into Snowbelt League without fielding a UNY or Tournament-bound team at that level. Motion by Elmira to allow 2 Squirt Snowbelt teams (split equally by age/ability) without a UNY or Tournament-bound team. Seconded by Geneva. In discussion it was brought up that this is a similar situation to the Rome Bantams we just declined into Snowbelt. George Hall, Geneva, pointed out that these are young Squirt skaters who may not survive another poor season. Mr. Hall, as one of the Squirt coaches, assured Snowbelt that these players were Snowbelt ability skaters. Motion carried with 14 votes. Geneva will have 2 Squirt Snowbelt teams and no Squirt UNY or Tournament-bound team.

5. Rome Bantams again – Motion by Auburn to allow the Rome Bantam team into Snowbelt without fielding a UNY or Tournament-bound team. The discussion was that Snowbelt was being inconsistent and not following its rules. Seconded by Elmira. Motion defeated with 8 yes votes out of 17.

6. Splitting Division East/West – Motion by Cortland to split the Squirts geographically east/west for their 20 games. Seconded by Fulton. In the discussion Tanya said that it would be possible to make up a 22 game schedule for the 23 Squirt teams. Cortland removed the motion. Motion by Auburn that teams will play everyone at least once if there are over 21 teams. Seconded by Elmira. Motion carried. The Squirts will play everyone once and have 2 more games than the other divisions.

Open Discussion:

Fulton asked about the possibility of having Snowbelt schedule the pick-up games for their Bantam team. They may have high school players on their team and are not requesting to have their one team part of Snowbelt. They would be interested in playing Snowbelt teams, but would not be part of the standings or the JAM. Tanya agreed to pass the word along to schedulers that Fulton Bantams would like games. At this point, however, she will not place them into the Snowbelt schedule.

Motion by Center State to adjourn. Seconded by Auburn. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Next regular meeting:  Wednesday, October 13, 2004 7:30 p.m Valley Legion.




(changed by email to Thurs. Oct. 14, 2004)
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