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Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

February 21, 2005

Attendance: All 19 associations present.

Meeting called to order 7:45 by Vice- President Jim Mills.

Secretary’s Report – Motion by Oswego to accept Minutes of Jan.20, 2005, seconded by Center State. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – Checks will be written for trophies and banners. Valley Legion room rent will be paid to date. JAM fees are $550 per team. Invoices will be sent out. Associations should try to have payment in before the tournament starts.

Disciplinary Report – No issues.

Scheduler’s Report – Schedules for JAM are being finalized. Tanya asks that all associations phone or email scores of this weekends’ games to her by Sunday night so she can do the final standings and get the schedule out on the website.

Camillus #2 Pee Wees will be dropped to lower bracket so that Camillus parents can work the tournament. Cortland, Rome and Midstate expressed concern about a stronger team in the lower bracket. Snowbelt has always guaranteed hosting associations that they would have a team in the tournament they host. Lysander will have Thursday games and it was agreed that local teams should play in these games if possible.

Old  Business:

Coaching Cards – Mike Perry is working on some anticipated problems.

New Business:

JAM Rules – Center State suggested changing the wording on the Rules to say,  “The constitution and by-laws established by the Snowbelt Hockey League Inc. shall apply except as modified herein.”

Trophies and Banners were handed out to hosting associations. Tanya gave each host a packet of rosters, coaching cards, and rules.

By-Law Change Proposals – 

2.04 Center State proposed adding “and payment of fine assessed by the Board.” so that we are able to fine associations for late rosters.

2.07 Mike Perry proposed changes to the By-law concerning high school skaters. There would be no more table of “sliding scale.” Items 2,and 3 would be changed to:

“2. The petitioning association must field a midget team of 10 skaters and 1 goalie non-high school/split season players before a waiver will be considered.

3. A maximum of 4 high school/split season players can be added and may not exceed 20 players per USA Hockey.” Item “C” would be changed from 65% to 75%. 

 Midstate suggested splitting high school and travel players as separate cases. Clinton pointed out that the way we had it written was backward and that 2 travel skaters have less impact on a team with 20 kids than a team with 10 kids.

4.03 Mike Perry proposed “No League game involving an out of town team be scheduled prior to 9:00 a.m. when a team must travel more than 90 minutes.”

4.06 Mike Perry proposed, “Any team that does not complete assigned League games (with the exception of weather-related cancellations) will not be awarded the Division Championship.”

By- Law for Equal Ice Time – Oswego submitted 6.05, 6.06, 6.07 concerning specific numbers of skaters at each position, and that Snowbelt does not recognize power play and penalty kill units at the Squirt and Pee Wee levels. 

There was a lot of discussion about this as well as the other By-law proposals. George Hall of Geneva motioned that we table these issues until next month. Reps will go home and ask their associations for opinions to bring to the table next month.

Game Forfeits – Motion by Ithaca, seconded by Lysander to forgive all forfeits if game sheets are in. Skaneateles Bantams requested that their forfeits be overruled. Mike Perry brought up the fact that if we make an exception for one, we need to do all. Tanya said this would affect standings. She noted that all game sheets are in at this point and that no one organization had an issue with late sheets this year. It was noted that many associations went to a lot of trouble to follow the rules and have information in on time as requested. The point was made that Snowbelt does not wish to punish kids for paperwork problems. Motion carried with 11 yes and 7 no. Tanya will adjust standings.

Open Discussion:

Clinton issues – Mark Waters is a Clinton Midget who had a broken arm. He has not made the 65% rule. Motion by Lysander, seconded by Rome that if his arm is better, he can skate in the JAM tournament. Motion carried.

Craska is an unapproved high school player who has played in Clinton Midget Snowbelt games. Motion by Skaneateles, seconded by Geneva to suspend head coach from the JAM Tournament, not allow Craska on the bench for JAM and to allow a level 3 coach on the bench for this team for JAM. Motion carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Next regular meeting Thursday March 24, 2005 at the Valley American Legion, 7:30 p.m.  
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