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Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

March 24, 2005

Attendance- 

 Present: Auburn, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown. Guests: Gary Lebrun (Central Section, USA Hockey), Kerry Hopkins and associates (Onondaga Thunder).

Absent: Camillus, Center State

Meeting called to order 7:35 by President Mike Perry.

Secretary’s Report – Motion by Oswego to accept Minutes of Feb.21, 2005, seconded by Midstate. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –Checking account balance is $4092.50. Expenses for 2004-05 were $41,120. Motion to accept Treasurer’s Report by Skaneateles, seconded by Cortland. Motion carried. Motion from Cortland to allow Snowbelt to pay Clinton $150 for a game Auburn cancelled (Auburn paid this fine to Snowbelt). Seconded by Midstate. Motion carried.

Disciplinary Report – Jim Mills reports that he received 36 phone calls over the JAM weekend. Only major issue was a Match Penalty to a Camillus Bantam for spitting at the Center State bench in New Hartford. A complaint regarding the Camillus #2 Bantam team playing an ineligible goalie during JAM was investigated. The Head Coaches of Camillus #1 and Camillus #2 were contacted and this complaint was unfounded.

Scheduler’s Report – Tanya reports that she is still missing games sheets from JAM. From a scheduling standpoint everything went smoothly.

Board Elections – Nomination by Skaneateles of Mike Perry for President, seconded by Auburn. Unanimously approved. No one was nominated as Treasurer. Reps were asked to go back to their associations and search out a treasurer to have in place in August.

Old Business:

1. Midstate Probation – Mike has written a letter to the Midstate association to state that Midstate is now an association in good standing in the Snowbelt League. Motion by Ithaca, seconded by Mohawk Valley to rescind Midstate probation. Motion carried with 17 yes. Thank you to Midstate rep Pat Sawyer for keeping Midstate informed and in compliance with Snowbelt By-Laws.

2. Trophies and Banners – Everyone was pleased with them. Thanks to Pete from Oswego on this.

3. JAM Tournament 2005 -
Squirts – Division champs Clinton. JAM upper Geneva #2, Lower Camillus #2

PeeWees – Division champs Oswego #1. Upper Oswego #1, Lower Rome #1.

Bantams – Division champs Camillus #1. Upper Camillus #2, Lower Midstate.

Midgets – Division champs Auburn. Upper Elmira, Lower Ithaca.

Hosting association Reps reported- Clinton (upper Squirts) reported that the tournament ran well with some equal ice complaints. Valley (lower Squirts) had minor problems with an assistant coach and parents, which they resolved. Tournament ran well. Lysander (upper PW) had equal ice issues with Auburn that were resolved. No rep from Camillus (lower PW) but Pat from Midstate reported ongoing problems between the Camillus and Midstate bantam teams. N. Hartford (upper Bantam) had the penalty for spitting. Whitestown /New Hartford equal ice issue resolved. They did not have coach credential check. Salmon River (lower Bantam) reported no serious problems. Snowbelt received a letter complaining about refs. Skaneateles (Midgets) had problems getting volunteers to work the tournament. Major issue with the Elmira/ Auburn game. Miscommunication and misunderstanding about number of skaters allowed on the bench. Snowbelt will take note of this incident to make sure it is not repeated.

4. By-Law Proposals- 2.07  Now states Midget teams must have 10 skaters and a goalie to have a team, maximum of 4 high school/split season players, and they must play 75% of the Snowbelt games to be eligible for JAM. Motion by Midstate, seconded by Rome. Motion carried. See handout or new By-Laws (coming out this summer) for exact wording on this. 4.03 States “no League game involving an out of town team be scheduled prior to 9:00 a.m. when a team must travel more than 90 minutes.” Motion by Cortland, seconded by Mohawk Valley. Motion carried with Ithaca voting no. 4.06 states “any team that does not complete assigned League games will not be awarded the Division Championship.” Motion by Cortland, seconded by Auburn. Motion carried. 

5. Equal Ice Time –Tanya gave a proposal about tracking equal ice time. Al offered a procedure for recording and addressing equal ice issues. After much discussion, it was decided that changing the By-Laws was not recommended. Gary Lebrun added that USA Hockey would not look on a By-Law with specific numbers favorably. A committee has been formed to work over the summer to define what equal ice time is or isn’t, the tools to use for this, and the process to enforce it. Committee chairperson is Chuck Baye, Whitestown. Members: Cortland, Salmon River, Fulton, Midstate, Geneva. 

New Business:

Onondaga Thunder representatives were present to ask the Snowbelt League for consideration of acceptance into the League for the 2005-06 season. They are a Tier 3 association that has been in existence for 2 years. They currently have 96 skaters registered with teams from IP to Midget (2 teams at the Squirt and PW levels). They are asking to be admitted to UNY as well. In answer to questions they replied that they are not recruiting from other associations. They have signs up east of I 81. They are financially sound, and have read and understand the By-Laws with regard to equal ice and no dual-rostering of players. Snowbelt League will vote on this issue at the August meeting.

Open Discussion:

Gary Lebrun thanked the Snowbelt League for being well organized, handling its own issues and trying to police itself, and for giving kids an opportunity to skate. He wants to remind associations that next season all coaching cards must read “’03-‘04” or newer.

Departing Reps -Thanks to reps who will not be returning next season: Terry Fisk- Ithaca, Nick Delia- Lysander, Pat Karins- Valley, Keith Groska- N. Hartford, and special thanks to treasurer Bill Shaw- Auburn.

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 p.m.

Next regular meeting Thursday August 18, 2005 at the Valley American Legion, 7:30 p.m.  
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