Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown

Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

August 18, 2005

Attendance: 

Present: Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Valley, Whitestown, Scheduler Tanya Onori, Kerry Hopkins of Onondaga, and Gary LeBrun of Central Section

Absent: Geneva, Skaneateles
Meeting called to order 7:10 by President Mike Perry

Secretary’s Report – Motion by Fulton to accept Minutes of March 24, 2005. Seconded by Center State. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report – (given by Tanya Onori) Balance is $4056.07. Motion by Midstate to approve Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Camillus. Motion carried.

Motion by Whitestown to raise Scheduler’s fee to $1200. Seconded by Center State. Motion carried.

Disciplinary Report – None

Scheduler’s Report – None
Old Business:

JAM Trophies- Extra trophies have been returned. Discussion of Snowbelt patches for JAM participants. There are currently 12 offers to host JAM, so bids are closed.

By-Law proposal 2.04 – This was discussed in January and proposed in Feb. but was never voted on. We will vote on 2.04 at the Sept. meeting. A sentence is to be added indicating that there is a fine for late rosters. Sara will send out wording of 2.04 by email.

Coaching Cards – This season they will all need to be ’03-’04 or newer.

Treasurer Election – Chuck Baye nominated by Cortland, seconded by Salmon River. Motion carried.

New Business:

Organization Membership – Motion by Midstate, seconded by Mohawk Valley to accept all 19 associations again into Snowbelt for the ’05-’06 season.

New Membership- Kerry Hopkins from Onondaga Thunder related that the association is going into its third year. They hope to have 2 PW teams, 2 Bantam teams and 1 Squirt team. Onondaga does not have a state tournament-bound team, but they have asked to put 1 PW, 1B and a Midget team into UNYHL. Motion by Camillus to allow Onondaga Thunder to participate in Snowbelt League this season. Seconded by Cortland. Motion carried.

Division Directors to sit on the Disciplinary Committee –Midgets: Al Rice from Salmon River, Bantams: Pat Sawyer from Midstate, PeeWees: Chuck Baye from Whitestown. Motion by Center State, seconded by Fulton to accept these directors. Motion carried. Squirt position remains open.

League Dues- Motion by Salmon River to keep association fees at $50 for this season. Seconded by Center State. Motion carried.

Dual Roster Girls- Motion by Cortland to allow girls to dual-roster on both a girl’s team and a Snowbelt team. Seconded by Rome. Motion carried. Lysander asked if this was acceptable across associations. It is up to individual associations to accept this; Snowbelt says yes.

Equal Ice Committee Report- see attached “Equal Ice” Documents. These include a philosophy, a process for complaints, a place for coaches to sign, frequently asked questions, and a complaint form available from reps.

Projected Team Count – Squirts: 19, PW: 17, Bantams: 17, Midgets: 9.

By-Laws -President Perry reviewed some By-Laws including changes made last year to 2.06, 2.07 and 4.06. These should be available on the website. New By-Laws will be printed out after next month’s vote on 2.04.

IMPORTANT DATES: 

Sept. 25 -Team numbers due
Sept. 30 – Schedules out

Oct. 29 – First League games

Nov. 12 – Interim rosters due

Dec. 31 – Final rosters due

Feb. 26 – Last League games

March 10-12 –JAM

Open Discussion:

* UNYHL –  Gary LeBrun from Central Section reported to the Snowbelt reps and association Presidents present that he suggested dialogue take place between Snowbelt and the Upstate New York Hockey League in order to better meet the needs of all skaters in this section. He sees a need for a level between House (Snowbelt) and State Tournament- bound (travel) youth hockey players. He related that we are now the smallest section because we are losing skaters who can’t find a competitive level in which to skate. Mike Perry reported that over the summer some representatives of Snowbelt League (Perry, Onori, Earl, Rice) met with some reps of UNYHL to open discussion and investigate ways we could work together. UNYHL had agreed to attend this Snowbelt meeting to explain the mission of their league and to answer questions. No representative of UNYHL attended. Concerns were expressed about UNYHL. These included the fact that some parents do not want to pay the extra money for extra ice-time for UNYHL, UNYHL does not schedule games, if associations split teams into both UNYHL and SB the SB team may be too weak and not able to compete. Snowbelt reps seem to feel that in order for it to be equitable, every association must split teams by ability into these 2 leagues. Mike Perry insisted that SB would not require associations to put teams into UNYHL. It was agreed that Snowbelt should dialogue with association presidents to determine if there is a need to formalize a “select” house division of Snowbelt.

* Snowbelt apologizes to the Elmira Midget who was benched during JAM because we allowed 19 skaters on the team, when USA Hockey designates only 18.

* Lysander asked if future JAM tournaments could be organized so that #1 plays #12, not #1 vs. #2. We follow the USA Hockey guidelines so this is not possible.

* Auburn reports that there is a continued complaint from a parent about Salmon River hosting JAM.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Next regular meeting Thursday Sept. 15, 2005 at the Valley American Legion, 7:30 p.m.  
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