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Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

Sept. 15, 2005

Attendance: 

Present: Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown, Scheduler Tanya Onori, Tom Duffy of UNYHL, and Mike Folsom of the Syracuse Crunch

Absent: Fulton
Meeting called to order 7:40 by President Mike Perry

Secretary’s Report – Motion by Salmon River to accept Minutes of August 18, 2005. Seconded by Whitestown. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –Balance is $3056.07. Motion by Rome to approve Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Geneva. Motion carried.

Disciplinary Report – None

Scheduler’s Report – Final team count due by Sept. 25.

Guests – Mike Folsom from the Syracuse Crunch spoke about the opportunities for youth hockey players. Flyers were distributed.

Tom Duffy, President of UNYHL, apologized for the fact that no UNYHL reps attended the last meeting. He gave a brief history of the UNY League, invited us to the UNYHL Board meeting on Sept. 27 and answered questions.  He reported that UNY mimics Snowbelt in some ways and will probably adopt Snowbelt’s methods of financing the Tournament, the equal-ice philosophy, and possibly ranking teams. Their website should be updated this season.

Old Business:

Proposal 2.04- Motion by Center State to word 2.04 as: USA Hockey rosters shall be submitted to the President no later than December 31st. Rosters must be official USA Hockey rosters with signatures from all coaches, assistant coaches, managers and players. Players may be added to USA Hockey rosters only by approval of the League Board. Rosters received after December 31st shall be assessed a fine up to $200.00, as determined by the Board.  Motion seconded by Salmon River and carried.

Equal-Ice Philosophy – Motion by Auburn, seconded by Ithaca to accept as written the new Equal Ice Philosophy. In discussion, the question of parent complaints was addressed. Snowbelt reps will need to discuss complaints with coaches and determine if complaints are founded. Motion carried unanimously. The “philosophy” and “frequently asked questions” will be posted on the website. There will be a link for reps to get a copy of the complaint form.

Squirt Division director- tabled until next month

Team fees- Motion by Cortland to keep team fees at $50 each. Seconded by Camillus. Motion carried. Final team counts are due Sept. 25 and invoices will be mailed Sept. 26. Association dues and team fees are due by Oct. 20.

Elmira Apology letter - is being written.

Auburn Parent Complaint- has been addressed by President Perry.

New Business:

Divisional Play Committee – Mike McVey from Camillus will chair a committee to look at the question of whether Snowbelt needs a separate “select” division. They will look internally at multiple teams and see if divisional play is needed. The committee will bring a recommendation back to the Board by the end of the season for discussion.

Handshakes – The question was posed whether skaters should shake hands before the game instead of after the game. Reps felt that shaking hands after the game was a better show of sportsmanship.

Goalie Hardships – These need to be brought before the Board. Lysander asked if travel goalies could skate Snowbelt in an emergency. The answer is no. However, a Snowbelt rep can call the Snowbelt President or VP in an emergency to handle an immediate problem.

Number of Games – Motion by Geneva that each team should play every other team at that level, even if it makes over 20 games. Seconded by Oswego. Discussion centered around the fact that Snowbelt is a recreational league, and the price of gas is high. There are 2 weekends without league games and pick up games can be scheduled then. Motion did not pass. There will be a 20 game schedule this year.

HARDSHIPS:

Auburn – Requests 2 teams at Squirt, with a travel team. 2 teams at Midget with no travel. 2.07 hardship.

Camillus – Requests 3 Squirt, 3 PeeWee, 2 Bantam Snowbelt teams, all with travel teams. 2 Midget teams with no travel. No 2.07 hardship.

Clinton –Requests to have 2 Bantam Snowbelt teams with a travel team. 2 Midget teams without a travel team. 2.07 hardship.

 Elmira – Requests 2 Midget teams (will re-split so they are equal ability) with no travel team or 1 Midget Minor team, with no travel. 

Geneva – Requests to have 1 Squirt, 1 PeeWee and 1 Midget team in Snowbelt, all without travel teams. No 2.07 hardship.

Ithaca – Has 21-23 Squirt Snowbelt skaters. Requests to allow them on 1 team and rotate players to have 20, or 2 teams in Snowbelt with a travel team.

Lysander – Requests 2 Squirt and 2 PeeWee teams in Snowbelt, both with travel teams.

Mohawk Valley – They have 1 Squirt, 1 PeeWee and 1 Bantam team. Request to have all in Snowbelt without travel teams.

New Hartford –Requests to rotate 6 high school players onto Midget Snowbelt team, only 4 at a time. 2.07 hardship. They have a Midget travel.

Onondaga – Requests to have their 1 Squirt team in Snowbelt with no travel team.

Oswego – Requests 2 PeeWee and 2 Bantams in Snowbelt. 1 Midget with no travel and no 2.07 hardship.

Rome –Requests 2 teams at Squirts and 2 teams at PeeWee in Snowbelt. They have travel teams at both levels.

Salmon River –Requests to dual-roster 6 -7 PeeWees to play on both a Bantam Snowbelt team and a house PeeWee non-tournament team.

All hardships were granted with majority vote. Cortland opposed teams in Snowbelt without a travel team, with the exception of newer associations Onondaga and Mohawk Valley.

Open Discussion:

Mohawk Valley had questions about USA hockey release forms when skaters switch associations. This is not a Snowbelt issue.

Midstate asks to be put on the agenda to discuss the possibility of changing Snowbelt By-Laws to allow high school players (who are sitting the bench) to play Bantam Snowbelt.

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m.

Next regular meeting Thursday Oct.13, 2005 at the Valley American Legion, 7:30 p.m.  
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