Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown

Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

February 16, 2006

Attendance 
Present -Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown, Scheduler Tanya Onori and President Mike Perry.

Absent – Elmira
Meeting called to order 7:50 by Vice-President Jim Mills. Start time delayed by Disciplinary hearing.

Secretary’s Report – Motion by Midstate to accept Minutes of January 19, 2006. Seconded by Skaneateles. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –Balance is $903.18.  Motion by Rome to approve Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Cortland. Motion carried. JAM fees are coming in.

Discipline Report – Jim reported that the Snowbelt Disciplinary Committee met prior to this meeting to hear the case concerning Ithaca Squirt Snowbelt coach Tiger Gregoire. During a game at Whitestown, this coach had verbal disagreements with the 14-year-old referee and showed poor sportsmanship during the handshake. Ithaca gave him a 10 day suspension, during which time he missed 3 games (1 for a game misconduct) and 4 practices. The Snowbelt Discipline Committee recommended that the coach be suspended for the remainder of this season, including JAM. They recommend that Coach Gregoire be on probation next season. He can coach pick-up games and practices, but must watch Snowbelt games from the stands. Motion by Cortland to accept the Disciplinary Committee’s recommendation and to suspend Coach Gregoire for the remainder of the 2005-06 season, including the JAM Tournament. He will be on probation the next season he coaches in Snowbelt, with further discipline issues being grounds for removal. Motion seconded by Fulton and carried with only Ithaca opposing.

Scheduler’s Report – Tanya had specific questions for Lysander, N. Hartford, Geneva and Clinton about Midgets so she can complete stats on the high school 75% rule. She needs Ithaca and Rome supplemental rosters because there were handwritten names on her copies.

Old Business:

Division Committee Report – The 2 active members of this committee have different opinions. Al Rice feels Snowbelt should try tiering teams next year. Mike McVey said his research shows there is no need to tier. Discussion centered on the fact that smaller divisions for the JAM tournament might create better competition. Mike Perry suggested Snowbelt try 1 year of tiering associations, possibly putting associations with multiple teams into one division together. Meeting of a tiering committee to be set up over the summer.

JAM Locations- 

Squirts -  Fulton (bottom 8), N. Hartford (middle), Ithaca (top).

PeeWees – Rome (1-8 and 9-16), Geneva (bottom).

Bantams – Camillus (1-9) and Midstate (10-15).

Midgets – Morrisville (1-6 and 7-12).

JAM – Reps, please go through the rules with your coaches before the tournament.

New Hartford probation letter was hand delivered to Tom Clark by Mike Perry.

New Business:

Referee Reporting Procedure – Please tell coaches that if there is an argument with a referee, it should be typed up and sent to Rick Pratt.

Nominations for Secretary and Vice-President for the 2006-07 season can be sent via e-mail to Mike Perry.

Proposal 2.01C – Mike Perry suggested that all hardships be addressed in March for the upcoming season. He stated his opinion that Snowbelt should hear hardships early, or should stick to its by-laws and only grant hardships for injuries. The Board felt they were not prepared to discuss this in March, and that it should be addressed in August when numbers were available. President Perry feels that team numbers are individual associations’ problems and Snowbelt needs to stick to its rules to keep the League viable.

Open Discussion – 

*Pat Sawyer from Midstate commented that the reffing this year has not always been good. If refs are not going to catch hits from behind, then coaches need to police themselves and pull the skater off and sit him.

*The New Hartford Midget team has withdrawn from the JAM.

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. Next regular meeting 

Thursday 3/16/06, 7:30 p.m. 
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