Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Elmira, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River, Skaneateles, Valley, Whitestown

Snowbelt Youth Hockey League, Inc.

Founded 1977

MINUTES

August 17, 2006

Attendance 
Present -Auburn, Camillus, Center State, Clinton, Cortland, Fulton, Geneva, Ithaca, Lysander, Midstate, Mohawk Valley, New Hartford, Onondaga, Oswego, Rome, Salmon River,  Valley, Whitestown, Guest Gary LeBrun, Scheduler Tanya Onori and President Mike Perry.

Absent – Elmira, Skaneateles
Meeting called to order 7:40 by President Mike Perry
Secretary’s Report – Motion by Ithaca to accept Minutes of March 16, 2006. Seconded by Whitestown. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report –Balance is $3576.79.  Motion by Salmon River to accept Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Rome. Motion carried. Elmira lost a check which will be replaced.
Discipline Report – No issues at present. Jim Mills will do an Equal Ice spread sheet for this season. Motion to accept Discipline Report by Whitestown, seconded by Ithaca. Motion carried.
Scheduler’s Report – Tanya will compile a list of skaters who had game misconducts in JAM and must sit out their first Snowbelt game this season. Motion to accept Scheduler’s Report by Onondaga, seconded by Mohawk Valley. Motion carried.
Old Business:

Divisional Play will not be attempted this year, reports M. McVey.
Nominations- for Secretary. None. 
NYSAHA By-Laws – Snowbelt By-Laws are being reviewed due to the USA Hockey insurance policy. NYSAHA wants Snowbelt By-Laws to match USA Hockey.  Mike reported that Match Penalty wording needs to be reviewed by NYSAHA and then approved by the Snowbelt Board. This issue is on hold.
New Business:

New Member Possibility – Southern Tier (Binghamton) may be interested in joining Snowbelt. Mike will send a letter to their association president inviting him to a Snowbelt Meeting (and encouraging him to read SB By-Laws first).
Vote from all associations present to agree that all 20 associations will continue in the Snowbelt League. Unanimous.
Division Directors: Squirt = New Hartford, Bantam = Whitestown. PeeWee and Midgets tabled.

League Dues – Motion by Salmon River that dues will be $50 per association, seconded by Rome. Motion carried.

League Format – After hearing from a few associations’ presidents in the summer about travel concerns, President Perry sent an email to all association presidents with 3 options for Snowbelt League format.

1. Play all teams home and away (3 votes)

2. 20 games with a geographic split (12 votes)

3. Reduce Q games to 16 with unlimited travel (0)

5 with no reply. Motion by Ithaca to try option 2 this season, seconded by Whitestown. Motion carried with New Hartford and Center State opposing.

Scheduling Dates – 

Oct. 8  team numbers due
Oct. 15 schedules out

Nov. 1 Midget rosters due

Nov. 4 Q games begin

Nov. 18 tentative rosters due

Dec. 31 final rosters due

Feb. 18 all Q games completed

March 2-4 JAM

Coaching Cards must be ’04-’05 or newer.
Trophies – Pete Carey will be in charge again. Al Rice will do banners again. There will be Division trophies this year.

Girls – Motion by Salmon River to allow girls to be dual rostered on Snowbelt teams, seconded by Onondaga. Motion carried.

Open Discussion – 

Gary LeBrun gave information from Central Section and USA hockey. Games will be different this year. Clutching and grabbing will not be tolerated. Lots of penalties will be called this season. Check the USA hockey website for more information. All coaches must wear helmets on the ice at all times. There is concern over the increase in Match Penalties. Many associations are losing their Midget programs. Reminder that Adult Education programs are now mandated. The association will not be granted Sectional Tournaments if they are not in compliance with this.
Hardships -President Perry asks the reps to think about how they want to handle hardships this season. He suggests that hardships be accepted or rejected for all and not case by case.

President Nominations -Mike will not be returning next season as Snowbelt President, so please be thinking about nominations.
Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. Next regular meeting will be Thursday 9/14/06, 7:30 p.m. at the Valley American Legion. 
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