Snowbelt Hockey League

Minutes

December 21, 2006

Attendance:
Meeting called to order at 7:45 by Mike Perry, President.

Secretary’s Report:  Secretary Pat Karins was absent. President Mike Perry read the minutes of the November meeting. Motion to approve the minutes made by Ithaca, seconded by Whitesboro. Motion carried.

In the secretary’s absence, minutes of the meeting were taken by Valley representative Tom Smith.

Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Chuck Baye reported that all association fees have been received and deposited. Banners (11) have been paid for (Check # 272 for $880). Balance is $7591.79.

Auburn will be billed $150 as a penalty for cancellation of a game.  No penalty will be assessed for the Lysander/Valley Bantam game not played because it was the result of conflicts in the schedules of the two organizations as to the time of the game, and was not a cancellation. The game will be rescheduled.

President Mike Perry reported that he had to request additional ice time from the arena in Clinton for the JAM Tournament at a cost of $800 and requested that a check be issued in this amount.

Motion to approve the treasurer’s report made by Mohawk Valley, seconded by Oswego, and motion carried.

President’s Report:   Mike Perry reported that some Snowbelt games have been cancelled by coaches so that their teams could enter tournaments, and this has caused scheduling problems. He asked that coaches be urged not to cancel any q games in order to play tournament games. A tournament game between Snowbelt teams can be counted as a q game provided the equal ice time rule is followed.

Scheduler’s Report:  Tanya reported the JAM schedules have been set, subject to review by President Mike Perry. Upon his review and approval the schedules will be sent to the associations. They will be ready no later than the January 18 meeting.

Tanya then reviewed high school players Snowbelt is tracking. Numbers of high school players by association were reviewed. Questions were raised and discussed concerning certain players at Auburn, Ithaca, and Skaneateles. Concerning Skaneateles, it was reported that there may be as many as 8 high school players, though Skaneateles representative Jim Mills was aware of only 5. He will look into this and report the correct number and names to Snowbelt.

The rotation policy followed by Snowbelt was discussed. For Bantams and Midgets, there must be at least 10 house players before travel or high school players will be allowed to play. If the minimum number of house players are on the team, then up to 5 travel or high school players may be allowed on the team. No more than 4 of these players can play in any game; if more than 4 are carried, then a rotation procedure must be implemented so that all get to play. A house player may not be required to sit out to accommodate a travel or high school player.

Disciplinary Report: Jim Mills reported that one match penalty had been assessed, against Auburn on December 9.  He explained that if a match penalty is assessed, the offending player or coach must stay off the ice until the New York State Hockey Association holds a hearing, which must occur within 30 days.  This does not apply to game misconduct penalties, only match penalties. Jim would like to have game misconduct penalties reported to him by email, in addition to being noted on game sheets, so he can track compliance.

Jim reported he gets many complaints from parents about equal ice issues. The proper procedure if someone thinks there has been a violation is to report it to the coach, who should document the basis for the complaint in writing and then send it to Jim. Parents should not be making complaints directly to Snowbelt.

A motion to accept the disciplinary report was made by New Hartford, seconded by Lysander, and the motion carried.

Old Business:
Information for the Snowbelt directory on the website is still incomplete. Contact persons for each association, such as coaches and scheduler, should be provided so that game times can be confirmed or if necessary cancelled or rescheduled.  If information has not yet been provided for your association, reps should provide this information to Tanya or Mike.

As noted previously, JAM schedules have been tentatively set and are being reviewed.

The due date for final rosters is December 31. Rosters were missing for the Auburn and Whitestown squirts. Forfeits will be given if rosters are not filed by the deadline.

Equal ice forms were due at the time of the meeting. If not filed yet, reps should communicate with Jim Mills.

Coaching cards turned in will be matched up with rosters and a report will be prepared stating who is qualified for the JAM tournament. Any cards not in yet should be sent to Mike Perry. If waivers are in process, email Mike with this information.

New Business:
Onondaga requested permission to dual roster a player who is a PeeWee to also play on a non-Snowbelt Bantam house team . After discussion, a motion to approve the dual roster was made by Onondaga, but the motion failed for lack of a second.

The Midget 75% rule was discussed, i.e., the requirement that any high school or travel players rostered on a Snowbelt team must play in at least 75% of the teams Snowbelt games to be eligible for JAM. Skaneateles will have to check on compliance with this rule upon clarification of the number of high school players it is carrying on its Snowbelt team.

Skanaeateles requested permission to dual roster a PeeWee goalie. It was noted that this was permitted in accordance with existing policy and no motion to approve was required.

It was clarified that players or coaches who get game misconduct penalties are required by USA Hockey rules to sit out the next game, while Snowbelt rules require that the player or coach sit out the next official Snowbelt game. This may result in a player or coach needing to sit out two games if the next scheduled game is not a Snowbelt game.

Trophies for the JAM tournament were discussed and several samples of possible trophies were circulated for opinions. We still have 40 first place and 40 second place trophies from last year that can be used, or we can get credit toward the purchase of new trophies.

A discussion took place regarding whether Valley should be assessed a penalty of $150 because the Valley Bantam coach cancelled a game with on less than 48 hours notice as a disciplinary measure for his team. It was pointed out that under the league’s rules, the penalty is returned to the home team to defray the costs associated with hosting the game; in this case, because Valley was the home team, if the rule was followed, the penalty would be returned to Valley.  It was agreed that the issue would be tabled at least until the next meeting and Valley was encouraged to reschedule the game with Ithaca.

It was reported that two teams, Valley and [?], had received forfeits for not getting game sheets in on time. A discussion was had regarding whether these forfeits should be removed, so as not to penalize the players for a failure by the coach or representative.  After discussion, a motion to remove the forfeits was made by Camillus and seconded by Valley. The motion was not approved and the forfeits will remain. The effect of these forfeits on standings on JAM placement will be reviewed before JAM tournament assignments are made. It was suggested that a bylaw revision be considered for next year that would result in fines for late game sheets in place of game forfeits.

Motion to adjourn made by Fulton, seconded by Onondaga, and approved.

NEXT MEETING: January 18, 2007 at 7:30.

